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1945 Uafhængighed 
1946-1954 Krig 
mellem Frankrig og 
Viet Minh.

1954 Frankrig taber 
krigen. Stormagts-
konference deler 
landet midlertidigt.

1956 Sydvietnam 
overtages af Diem
støttet af USA. Diem
nægter at holde valg 
om samling af landet.

1960 Befrielses-
bevægelsen FNL 
dannes, og starter 
kamp for at befri 
Sydvietnam.

1961-63 Præsident 
Kennedy øger USA  
militære rådgivere 
fra 300 til 16.500.  
November 1963 
dræbes både Diem
og Kennedy

1964 Præsident Johnson 
bomber Nordvietnam. 
1965 sender kamptropper, fra 
1967 over ½ mill. soldater 

1969-72 Præsident Nixon og 
udenrigs-minister Kissinger
begynder troppe-tilbagetrækning, 
og forhandler med Nordvietnam 
og FNL i Paris.

1973 Januar våbenhvile. Marts 
trækker USA sidste hjem. 
Fra december 1974 går FNL og 
Nordvietnam i offensiv. 
30. April 1975 er hele landet erobret. 

Vietnamkrigen del 2



Sydvietnam: Diem og USA
1955: Ngo Dinh Diem,  
sydvietnamesiske katolik, 
blev premierminister i 
Saigon, og USA overtog 
gradvist Frankrigs rolle 
og med militærrådgivere 
fra USA opbygges en 
sydvietnamesisk hær.

1954 Efter 
våbenhvilens 
deling af landet 
forlod næsten en 
million nord, 
især katolikker, 
og rejste til 
Sydvietnam

1955 afsatte Diem den svage kejser Bao Dai, og 
proklamerede sig selv som præsident for Republikken 
Vietnam (Sydvietnam). 
1956 nægtede Diem at holde den folkeafstemning, som 
var forudsat i Genève-aftalen, fordi det var åbenbart, at 
Ho Chi Minh ville vinde valget. 
USA's økonomiske og militære støtte til Diem øgedes, 
samtidig med større undertrykkelse af befolkningen.

1956: Sydvietnams 
Præsident Diem
med USA’s præsident 
Isenhower.



1960 Befrielsesbevægelsen FNL

1958/59 blev den væbnede kamp genoptaget i Sydvietnam.
20/12 1960 blev den Nationale Befrielsesfront for 
Sydvietnam (FNL) oprettet under kommunisternes ledelse. 
Efterretningskilder i Sydvietnam meddelte USA’s regering, 
at oprørstilstanden i Sydvietnam - især i landområderne - nu 
var vokset til et sådant omfang, at det kun kunne betyde, at 
«Vietcong» ville udvide deres områder, og at modstanden 
mod Diem-styret ville vokse.



1961 Kennedy sender militærrådgivere

Maj 1961: Vicepræsident 
Johnson vendte tilbage 

til USA efter besøg i 
Sydøstasien. 

Han rapporterer til 
Kennedy at enten skal 
man hjælpe landene 

eller trække sig tilbage.

John F. Kennedy blev valgt til USA's 
præsident i slutningen af 1960, og 
USA's Vietnam-politik blev forvandlet 
fra Eisenhowers «begrænsede risikos 
politik» til et «dybt engagement».

Kampenheder ikke overført til Vietnam, 
men der var tale om et stærkt udvidet 
militært og politisk engagement.

Militærrådgivere fra USA overtog 
ledelsen i kampen mod guerillaen, og 
voksede fra 800 til 20.000 i 1964.

Efter Kennedy blev myrdet i slutningen 
af 1963 blev Lyndon B. Johnson 
præsident.



1962 Flere militære ’rådgivere’

12. januar 1962
US sprøjter afløvningsmidler

The US Air Force launches Operation Ranch Hand
to deny the Vietcong the use of the road and trails. 

Using a defoliating herbicide named Agent 
Orange,over 10% of the vegetation in Vietnam is 

destroyed during the course of the war. The 
defoliant also causes severe disabilities among

USA soldiers and Vietnamese.

6. Februar 1962
Viet Cong (FNL) tropper 

erobrer landsbyer

Five hundred Viet Cong troops
seize three strategic hamlets. They
are forced to withdraw after a 14 
hour gun fight with ARVN (the
South Vietnamese Army of the

Republic of Vietnam). They lose 100 
men,while ARVN loses 4.



1963 Konflikt med buddhister

8. maj 1963
Government Troops
Fire On Buddhists
South Vietnamese troops, 
enforcing a ban on the
Buddhist multicolored flag, 
fire upon 20,000 Buddhists at 
Hue. The attack begins a series 
of intensifyingprotests by 
Buddhists against the
government.

June 11, 1963
Buddhist Monk

Sets Himself On Fire

Buddhist monk Quang Duc sets himself on
fire in protest against the

Diemgovernment's policiesJune 11, 1963 
Flere fulgte hans eksempel. 

Buddhist protesst intensify daily.

21. august 1963
Troops Attack

Buddhist Temples
Troops loyal to Diem 
dress up as regular
troops and attack

Buddhist templesand
sanctuaries

throughout the
country. President

Kennedy denounces
theattacks.



1963 Præsidenter dræbes

November 2, 1963
Diem afsat og dræbt

Vietnam's President Diem is overthrown
in a military coup. The coup takes place
with the tacit approval of the United
States. Diem was killed during the coup, 
despite assurances that he would not be. 
The UnitedStates had hoped that by 
overthrowing the unpopular Diem it
could strengthenthe opposition to the
communist Viet Cong.

22. November 1963
Præsident Kennedy myrdes i Dallas.
Vice-præsident Lyndon B. Johnson 
overtager embedet.



1964 Kampene optrappes

July 27, 1964
5,000 More Troops
Sent To Vietnam

The US government
announces that 5,000 

additional troops are being
sent to Vietnam.



Tonkin bugt episoden 1964

USA's overkommando i Vietnam oplyste den 3. August 
1964 at nordvietnamesiske kanonbåde havde skudt på 
USA's krigsskibe ud for kysten. 

USA's kongres vedtog en resolution, som gav præsident 
Johnson fuldmagt til at træffe alle de nødvendige 
forholdsregler for «at forsvare USA» inkl. 
bombardementer af Nordvietnam. 

Først i 1993 blev det bekræftet i USA, at denne 
såkaldte ”Tonkinbugt-episode” var opfundet af USA.

Billede af tre nordvietnamesiske motortorpedobåde. 
Taget fra dækket af den USA destroyer, som bådene e fter 
sigende angreb den 2. august 1964 .



1964 august – Tonkin-bugt affæren
August 2, 1964

U.S.S. Maddox (påstået) 
angrebet af 

Nordvietnamsiske
patruljebåde

American ship fights off the
PT boats, which launch 3 
torpedos, noneof which
strike the Maddox. On

August 3, the Maddox is 
joined by the USTurner Joy
in the Gulf. That night, it is 

reported that the Turner Joy
was attacked. 

It is later discovered that
the attack never happened.

August 6, 1964
USA bombefly 

angriber Nordvietnam
In response to the attack on the

U.S.S. Maddox, President
Johnson orders an attack by US 

aircraft on North Vietnam. F-8 
Crusader A-4 Skyhawks

andSkyraiders take part in the
attack.

August 7, 1964
USAs senate vedtager 
Tonkin Gulf resolution

The United States Senate
approves the Tonkin Gulf
Resolution authorizingthe

President to "take all 
necessary measures" to repel
attacks against US forces and 

to "prevent further aggression" 
in the area. The Resolution 

provides President Johnson with
a blank check to take

whateveraction he deems
appropriate in South Vietnam. It
is the only congressional action, 

other than approving military
funding, ever taken during the

Vietnam War to authorize
American actions during the war.



1964 Danskere protesterer

5/8 1964: De politiske ungdoms organisationer fra 
DKU til DSU indkaldte til demonstration foran 
USA’s ambassade i København, i protest mod 
USA’s provokation i Tonkin bugten. 

Det var den første Vietnam demonstration i Danmark.



Modstanden øges



Ho Chi Minh stien



1965 Johnson 
sender kamptropper

Da Nang, Vietnam. A young Marine 
private waits on the beach during the
Marine landing. 08/03/1965



1965, 5. juni –USA tropper 
deltager officielt i kampene

The US State Department announces that American troops are
engaged in combat.



1966/67 Johnson i Vietnam
Lyndon Johnson With U.S. Troops in Vietnam

President Lyndon B. 
Johnson greets American
troops in Vietnam. 1966 

Cam Rahn Bay, Republic of Vietnam...President of the Unit ed States, 
Lyndon B. Johnson, Addresses U.S. Troops During a visit  to Cam Ranh Bay. 
Attending the ceremony are Rear Admiral Kenneth L. Veth,  U.S. Navy
(second from left), commander U.S. Naval Forces, Vietn am; General William 
C. Westmoreland, USA (second row, second from right),  commander U.S. 
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, and the Honorab le Ellsworth

Bunker, U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Vietnam., 12 /23/1967



1968 
Tet-offensiven

On the night of 31st January 1968, 70,000 Liberation Armyand North 
Vietnamese soldiers launched the Tet offensive - it proved to be one of the
greatest campaigns in military history.
The Tet offensive is seen as the great turning point: from then on the war, 
costing USA £30 billion a year, was widely acknowledged as unwinnable by 
the Americans. It was only a matter of time before mightyUS imperialism
was humiliatingly forced to withdraw. 
On March 31st, Johnson announced 'I shall not seek, and I will not accept, 
the nomination of my party for another term as your President.' He also
announced that air strikes would be confined to below thetwelfth parallel 
and authorised the opening of negotiations with the North Vietnamese. 



1968 Brutal krig

On Feb. 1, 1968, Nguyen Ngoc Loan was director of South Vietnam's national police and the
North Vietnamese had just begun the Tet Offensive, their huge military push southward. 
Firefights had broken out all over Saigon, and Loan'spolice were trying to rid the South 
Vietnamese capital of Viet Cong guerrillas. Loan led the prisoner, his hands bound, onto a 
street corner and in front of a group of journalists pulled his pistol and shot the prisoner
point-blank in the head. The general told the newsmenthat the prisoner was a known Viet 
Cong captain. 
Eddie Adams, whose photo of the execution won a Pulitzer Prize for The Associated Press, 
said the man Loan shot had been seen killing others and that the execution was justified.
The Vietcong is said to  have been involved in killing a policeman and his family. 



1964-1975 Bombardementer
USA anvendte 15,5 mio. tons 
ammunition - 9 mio. mere end i 2. 
Verdenskrig.
Bombardementer efterlod ca. 26 
mio. kratere i jorden, heraf 21 mio. 
i syd.


